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This paper narrates a political story of modern Sarawak from 1961 to 1974. 
The modern political history of Sarawak began with the conceptualisation and 
the formulation of the Federation Malaysia. The significant events that shaped 
and influenced the political history of modern Sarawak include: the British-
Malayan Government meetings in November 1961 and July 1962; the setting 
up of the Cobbold Commission of Enquiry; the formulation of the Malaysia 
Solidarity and Consultative Committee (MSCC); the formation of the Inter-
Governmental Committee (IGC); the signing the Malaysia Agreement of 1963; 
the controversies surrounding the making of the first Chief Minister and of the 
making of the first local State Governor; the cabinet crises of 1965 and 1966; 
the proclamation of the state of emergency in Sarawak in 1966 by the Federal 
Parliament which led to the removal of its first Chief Minister; and the 
establishment of the Sarawak Alliance and the Native Alliance. This historical 
account of the early history of modern Sarawak is not complete without the 
description of the ideas and the political struggles of Stephen Kalong Ningkan, 
the State’s first Chief Minister, and the issues affecting his political leadership. 
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The main objective of this paper is to revisit a story about the political history of modern 
Sarawak, which all began with the conceptualisation and the formulation of Federation of 
